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income for 1916, include: United Presbyte- 
rian, $105,365; Reformed Episcopal, $4,445; 
Universalist, $5,646; German Reformed, 
$23,801; Friends, $20,500; Evangelical, 
$18,920; Southern Baptist, $181,849; 
Woman's Missionary Council, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, $235,011 for 
foreign work, and $149,213 for home 
work. Through these women's boards and 
auxiliaries alone in the United States 
there was contributed to foreign missions 



in 1916 nearly $3,000,000. "For a century 
American women have been leading the 
way, even with their strawberry festivals, 
their mission-study classes, and the like. 
They have kept the church's missionary 
beacon burning, and trained its youth 
to the broad vision which world-wide 
evangelism inspires. Many a lay leader 
in foreign missions today can attribute his 
zeal to his mother and her missionary 
society." 
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Religious Education and Human 
Welfare 

The leading article in Religious Educa- 
tion, October, is "Religious Education and 
Human Welfare," written by Herbert 
Wright Gates, M.A., director of religious 
education at the Brick Church Institute, 
Rochester, New York. He sets forth at 
the outset that the higher levels of life 
are attained by the individual only through 
the subordination of self-interest to the 
spirit of service. "So the nation must 
learn to place spiritual human values above 
material advantage and ambition." The 
individual must develop a social con- 
science through social contacts and their 
accompanying experiences. If the nation 
is to save itself, it must do so by acquiring 
a social conscience dominated by high 
spiritual ideals. We are now face to face 
with many world-problems. Some of them 
stagger us. Their wholesome solution can 
come only through the establishment of a 
true democracy, that democracy which recog- 
nizes and practices the principle of human 
brotherhood. If to this we must look for 
the promotion and conservation of human 
welfare, then what message does religious 
education bring to bear upon the matter ? 

After propounding this question the 
writer answers: "It is nothing new. It 
is as old as the Christian era and is con- 
tained in the words of Christ, 'One is your 



Father,' and 'all ye are brethen.' " A 
sincere application of this principle of love 
to God and to one's neighbor would solve 
adequately every one of the great social 
and economic questions, whether it is the 
problem of labor, housing, marriage and 
divorce, charitable relief, crime and reform, 
peace and war. The establishment of a 
real democracy and of an enduring peace 
must be laid in religious conviction. In this 
is to be found a basis sufficient for the strain 
imposed by human selfishness and by the 
conflict of material interests. The ex- 
pressed conviction of the great company of 
social workers who responded to the call of 
the Men and Religion Movement was that 
"social service must have the religious 
impulse to make it permanently effective." 
The task of religious education, therefore, 
is to make the message of divine father- 
hood and human brotherhood of universal 
force. William James named as the only 
true criteria of religious experience the 
qualities of "immediate luminousness, phil- 
osophical reasonableness, and moral help- 
fulness." To the development of these 
qualities religious training must be directed. 
The saving of society is assured only when 
there are trained leaders and a citizenship 
prepared to follow that leadership. Na- 
tional moral conduct is the net result of the 
moral choices of the individuals who con- 
stitute its citizenship. The task of religious 
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education relates to the children and the 
youth, in whom moral ideals and volitional 
attitudes are most effectively established. 
In dealing with feeling, reason, and will, at 
least three factors in religious education 
need emphasis. 

i. Training in worship. — The very 
heart of religion is found in the act of wor- 
ship. Through this we are helped to realize 
the presence of God and to appreciate 
objects which society in its best moments 
has come to regard as of greatest value. But 
this worship must be more than an appeal 
to superficial emotion. We need a social- 
ized ritual that supplies impulses and motives 
that may be readily applied in the life of 
today. There is need also of "a hymnology 
for children and youth fitted to express the 
religious experience natural to their age, 
and for adults capable of expressing the best 
social and religious aspirations of men and 
women who live in the world rather than in 
the monastery and the convent." In this 
respect much improvement is now going on. 

2. Authoritative teaching. — In religion the 
human mind craves a final authority. An 



external authority, however, is inadequate, 
because "it yields to the pressure of any other 
external authority that seems stronger." 
Jesus' method was to address himself to 
the moral sense of his hearers. He dealt 
not in rules but in principles. Furthermore, 
he laid first emphasis upon simple and eter- 
nal principles of truth and righteousness 
that make their own appeal to conscience. 
This method should be more widely opera- 
tive today, whether in home, Sunday school, 
or church. It is good to be obedient to 
parents, to government, to God, but it is a 
larger virtue to be obedient to the right. 
Herein is the compulsion, not of external 
authority, but of conscience. 

3. Training by doing. — Ideals and prin- 
ciples have their value in practice, appli- 
cation, expression. To this end much of the 
material for religious training should be 
found in the normal relations and activi- 
ties of life. It is through this means that 
children and youth should be led to dis- 
cover the principles of righteousness and 
love and service. Make religious educa- 
tion not only real and rational, but vital. 
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War-Work Program of the Young 
Women's Christian Association 

The Y.W.C.A. has a War Work Council. 
Confronting the problem of special work 
among women and girls, made imperative by 
war conditions, this council has announced 
that an emergency budget of $4,000,000 
will be necessary to meet the needs of this 
work until July, 1018. Of this amount 
three-fourths is to be expended for con- 
structive work in America. The remainder 
will be applied to the work among the 
women of France and Russia, where the 
needs are already very urgent. 

In Rural Manhood, November, N. Mar- 
garet Campbell reviews this war-work pro- 
gram. She calls attention to the fact that 
from the entrance of the United States into 
the war it was evident that, unless we were 



willing to repeat the breaking down of moral 
standards such as occurred in England and 
France, we must establish protective work 
among girls in the communities contiguous 
to the training camps. Our nation has a 
Commission on Training Camp Activities. 
This commission requested the War Work 
Council of the Young Women's Christian 
Association to send out trained investigators 
to assist in making expert surveys of the 
communities surrounding training camps 
and to advise with other organizations in 
working out a program according to the 
special needs of each location. To do this 
work ninety-nine secretaries have been 
sent out. There are ninety-two military 
and naval stations. Forty-seven of them 
have already been investigated, and to them 
a large force of war workers has been sent. 



